Package of Practices:
Bottle Gourd
Crop: Bottle Gourd
Seed Rate: 500-600 g per acre
Climate & Soil Requirement:
Thrives in warm and humid climates. Grows best in well-drained sandy loam or loamy soil rich in organic matter with a pH of 6.0-7.5.
Sowing Time & Method:
® Summer: February—March
® Rainy Season: June—July
Sow in pits or on raised beds. Maintain spacing of 1.5-2 m between rows and 0.6-0.8 m between plants.
Nursery Management:
Direct sowing is common. For transplanting, use 15-day-old seedlings raised in polybags or nursery trays. Transplant only healthy seedlings
with strong root systems and sturdy stems.
Nutrient Management:
e FYM: 8-10 tons per acre
® Basal Dose: 25:50:50 NPK kg per acre
* Top Dressing: 25 kg N per acre at vining stage
Apply micronutrients like boron and zinc if deficiency symptoms appear.
Irrigation Schedule:
Irrigate every 3-5 days during summer. Avoid waterlogging. Drip irrigation is ideal for efficient water use.
Weed & Pest Management:
Carry out hand weeding at 20 and 40 days after sowing (DAS).
Hand weeding at 20 and 40 DAS. Pests: fruit fly, red pumpkin beetle Use pheromone traps.
Mites: Spray dicofol 18.5 % SC @ 2.5 ml per liter of water.
Aphid: Spray Imidacloprid @0.5 ml/lit
Downy mildew can be controlled by spraying Mancozeb or Chlorothalonil 2 g/lit. twice at 10 days interval.
Harvesting & Yield:
The first harvest starts 40-55 days after sowing. Continue harvesting every 2-3 days when fruits reach the preferred market size.
Average Yield: 120-150 quintals per acre.
Disclaimer: The recommendations presented are based on observations from our trial stations. Actual results may vary due to differences
in location, climate, season, soil conditions, and cultivation practices.
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