Package of practices Open field Cucumber

Crop: Open-field Cucumber

Seed Rate: 250-300 g per acre

Climate & Soil Requirement:

e Warm, humid climate

¢ Well-drained loamy soil rich in organic matter

¢ Soil pH 6.0-7.0

Sowing Time & Method:

e Summer crop: January—February

¢ Kharif crop: August—September

® Rabi crop: October—-November (round the year in South Indian states)
* Method: Direct sowing in pits or ridges and furrows

¢ Spacing: 1.2 m x 0.3 m (Row x Plant)

Nursery Management:

* Not commonly required; direct sowing is preferred

e For transplants, use polybags and transplant at 2—3 leaf stage

¢ Transplant healthy seedlings with strong root and stem development
Nutrient Management:

* FYM: 8-10 tons/acre

* Basal dose: 25:50:50 NPK kg/acre

* Top dressing: 25 kg N/acre after 20-25 days of sowing

¢ Apply micronutrients like boron and zinc if deficient

Irrigation Schedule:

® Regular irrigation every 2—3 days during summer

* Avoid water stagnation

® Drip irrigation recommended

Weed & Pest Management:

* Two hand weedings at 15 and 30 DAS

e Common pests: fruit fly, red pumpkin beetle

* Use neem-based products or insecticides as needed

¢ Prevent powdery mildew and downy mildew with fungicide sprays
Harvesting & Yield:

e First harvest occurs 40-45 days after sowing

¢ Harvest every 1-2 days

* Average yield: 100-150 quintals/acre depending on management and season

Disclaimer: The recommendations presented are based on observations from our trial stations. Actual results may vary due
to differences in location, climate, season, soil conditions, and cultivation practices.
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