Package of Practices
Crop: Onion
Seed Rate: 2-3 kg/acre of seeds required for nursery raising.
Climate & Soil Requirement:
* Cool weather is ideal for vegetative growth; warm, dry weather supports bulb development.
o Fertile, well-drained loamy to sandy loam soils rich in organic matter.
® pH: 6.0-7.5
Sowing Time & Method:
» Rabi/Rangda: August—October.
¢ Transplant seedlings 45-50 days old, when pencil-thick.
® Spacing: 25 cm x 10 cm (Row x Plant) or 10 cm x 10 cm on 1 m wide x 30 cm high raised beds.
Nursery Management:
 Soil Preparation: Fine tilth, rich in organic matter; incorporate Trichoderma to prevent damping-off.
¢ Seed Treatment: Treat seeds with fungicides or bio-agents to prevent fungal diseases.
o Light irrigation every 3—4 days; partial shade to protect young seedlings.
Nutrient Management:
® FYM: 10-15 tons/acre during land preparation.
* Basal Dose: 60 kg N, 30 kg P,Os, 30 kg K,O per acre.
* Top Dressing: Split nitrogen into 2—3 doses at 30 and 60 days after transplanting for improved bulb development.
Irrigation Schedule:
e First irrigation immediately after transplanting.
¢ Subsequent irrigations every 7-10 days; increase frequency for sandy soils.
® Stop irrigation 15—-20 days before harvest to enhance bulb storage and quality.
Weed & Pest Management:
¢ Hand weeding as required; herbicides like Oxyfluorfen 23.5% EC or Quizalofop Ethyl 5% EC can be used.
* Major pests: Thrips, Onion fly — control with neem-based sprays or Imidacloprid.
* Major diseases: Purple blotch, Stemphylium blight — control with Copper oxychloride or Mancozeb.
Harvesting & Yield:
¢ Harvest Time: 120-140 days after transplanting, or when tops fall and necks dry.
o Curing: Keep bulbs in shade for 7-10 days to dry.
Average Yield: 12-15 MT/acre
Disclaimer:
The cultivation practices and recommendations provided here are based on observations and trials conducted at our research stations.
These are intended as general guidance; actual outcomes may vary depending on local conditions, climate, soil type, season, and
management practices.
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